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The validity and reliability of SLA hypotheses rest heavily on adequate methods of data gathering.  SLA researchers have traditionally drawn on a variety of types of data: language use data (natural or elicited), grammaticality judgements and self-report data (see Ellis 1994).  Much current SLA research relies on elicited experimental data and disfavours natural language use.  This situation, however, is beginning to change thanks to the availability of computerized linguistic databases and learner corpora.   Indeed, though SLA researchers have been using corpora of some kind or another for decades, the area of linguistic inquiry known as learner corpus research has recently come into being  as a result of the confluence of two previously disparate fields: corpus linguistics and SLA (see Granger 2002).   However, as pointed out by Hasselgard (1999), the question of whether corpus linguistics and SLA have really met remains unanswered.  In this talk, my purpose is to evaluate the impact of  learner corpus research in recent SLA theory, as well as to try and point out the reasons why many SLA researchers are still reticent about using corpora and how good corpus design and adequate tools to annotate and search corpora could help overcome some of these.  Rather than offer a comprehensive assessment of this area of enquiry, which would exceed the limits of the talk, I will review a handful of existing research studies in SLA that have in common the use of learner corpora as their main source for data gathering in order to present some of their findings and illustrate different aspects of the analysis of learner corpus data (see also Barlow 2005).
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