Susan Glaspell (1876-1948)

Dramaturga, novelista, escritora de
relatos, biografa, actrizy
periodista. Susan Glaspell fue todo
esto y mas; una defensora de los
derechos de las mujeres en los
Estados Unidos en un tiempo en el
que las mujeres no podian votar, ni
tener un jurado de pares ni, por

supuesto, denunciar malos tratos.

Sus obras fueron su arma mas

poderosa.

Glaspell junto a la chimenea. Foto cedida por Drake
University Archives & Special Collections.

Susan Glaspell vy el caso
Hossack

Como joven reportera del Des
Moines Daily News, Susan Glaspell
cubri6 el asesinato de John
Hossack y el posterior juicio a su
mujer, Margaret, escribiendo mas
de una veintena de articulos entre
el 3 de diciembre de 1900 y el 11 de
abril de 1901. Supuestamente, John
fue asesinado de dos hachazos en la
cabeza mientras su esposa dormia,
sin despertarse, a su lado. Este
brutal suceso, v su contacto directo
con Margaret Hossack, inspiro a
Glaspell a escribir dos magnificas
joyas de la literatura
estadounidense: la obra teatral
Trifles (1016) v el relato “A Jury of
Her Peers” (1017).

Los articulos del Des Moines Daily News de esta exposicion han sido
digitalizados v cedidos por Drake University Archives & Special Collections




Susan Glaspell escribiendo a maquina.
(Berg Collection, NYPL. Foto digitalizada y cedida por Drake University Archives and Special Collections)




MURDER NEAR TNDIANOLA

PROMINENT FARMER ROBBED
AND KILLED.

1

Supposed the Burglars Assauited
Farmer Hosslck—Coroner Holding
an Investigation Today.

fmurder was committed Saturday night near
Medlord, fulteen miles southwest of Indianola.
A farmer named Hossick was struck over the
head and killed by unknown parties, at his
home a few miles out from Medford.

The assault was probably _committed by
burglars, though of this the officers are 2ot
et sure, Bheriff Lew Hodson and Dr. Harr
ale, coroner,.went lo the plsce Sunday, an
subpoenaed a jury which wap ed to mect
this momln’ for an inquest. Mr, Hodssick
was an carly settler, & prominent - farmer
highly respected. He was about 66 years o©
ege and icaves a wife and large family.

INDIANOLA, Dec. 3.—~(Special.)—A fooll

Des Moines Daily News, 3 de diciembre de 1900

John Hossack es asesinado con un hacha mientras duerme en la
noche del sabado. Se sospecha que han sido unos ladrones, segiin

informa Susan Glaspell en su primer articulo sobre el caso.




La familia Hossack en su granja cerca de Medora, Iowa, en 1892. De izquierda a
derecha: Will, Johnnie, Jimmie, John (sentado), Cassie, Ivan, Margaret
(sentada), May, Louie, Annie.
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Coroner’a Jury Rezurm Its Verdich

This Morning—Mrs, Hossack
Th:ught to Be Crazy,

mnuﬁou Dees s.—(Spedal.)-—‘l'hO
Hossack murder -casc t0ofl a scnsanonal t
o Bt el B LD ’&“"'u“"
avowed purpose of arr s,
sack, wxle ot the murdered man, ' The 3:
Mu;c the sheriff was kept & protound
m for a ume, but eventuany some ot m-
Officials were, induced 1o . reveal
yo rrespondent that the object ol the uip
was the arrest of Mrs, Hossack, !

Thc evidence is by no means concl
of Mrs. Hossack's g{nh but the M%’
before the coroner’s jury wl.aq
pcmudon.

raise a suspicion of guit and
decyded upon as a martter of

Members of the H k family are nnder
stood to’ have testified Before the
jury that the bloed on the ax found *
the corn crib was cauged ' by chopm
the head of a turkey the day before

der! It is"now reported lhu a child ldmr:ta
on . cross-examination that he himself
1

the » the corn crib the cvening
htht—-'&o»ond uutm-m
no b ¢ “
F o! Nn Hossack uc bezinning 9]
suggest that she is insane and thag ghc
been in this condition for a year . h
under the constant surveillance
g g R IR s .

e §0 y theory has wholl ‘bao-
doged, n?:}':mlutely nothing was uk’m and
| po suspious characters were s¢en in the)|
':dg‘l‘agorhood prlot or subsequent to the

wr

Tne most suspicious circumstance in- con.
nection with the crime is the testimony
Mrs. Hossack that she lay in bed by the
of her husband while his skull was.

to see any ome leave the house.

The developmentsy since the” T
the members of the Hossack fam ly veu I'G
on pleasant relations with- each
[ complete surprise, as Hossack wn not m.-

to have an enemy in_ the woeld

The verdict of the coroner’s ;ury lonnd thh
morning was as foliows:

“We do find said dec sed cameo to !xin
death by two blows upon head; one vhh
s sharp instrument and one with a blunt ine
strument. (Qiaatd) C. D. Johosén, Fred
Johnston, T. Pau\ntq.

Des Moines Daily News,
5 de diciembre de 1900

Cuatro dias después del brutal
asesinato, el Sheriff de Indianola se
desplaza a la granja de los Hossack
para arrestar a la senora Hossack.
Se dice que la acusada podria sufrir
algun tipo de locura.

Debajo: reproducciones del arma
del crimen y del cadaver de John

Hossack.
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n murderiag JoRn etiet. The cur shows
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Was Locked Up In Indiamcla Jull

Des Moines Daily News,
6 de diciembre de 1900

Tras su primera noche en prision,
Margaret contrata a los abogados
Henderson y Berry. Se especula con
la violencia de género en el hogar
de los Hossack y se menciona que
la propiedad de 300 acres de los
Hossack estaba a nombre de
Margaret, por lo que se desestima

que éste sea el motivo.

Des Moines Daily News,
11 de diciembre de 1900

Margaret Hossack rechaza el juicio
preliminar y Glaspell comenta que
se espera que la dejen en libertad
bajo fianza pronto y que el interés

suscitado por el caso aumenta.

NOW REFORE
GDAND JURY

MRS. HOSSACK WAIVED PRELIM/
INARY TRIAG.

Alleged Murderess May Be Released|
‘Under Heavy Bonds—Not Yet -

. Declded—interest intense.
————
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Second Arrest Warwsat for Margaret Hossack (Jasuary 17, 1901) after indictment
by Grand Jury

El 17 de enero de 1901 el gran jurado acusa formalmente a la senora Hossack
del asesinato en primer grado de su marido y se le deniega la posibilidad de
salir en libertad bajo fianza.




[SURPRISE IS EXPECTED

1!“-‘”0“‘0 DEVELOPMENTS IN

HOSBACK MURDER CASE,

Mave Discovered New and Val
uable Ewvidence.

Ceunael For the Prisoner Clalms 12

23 de marzo de 1901

m FOR

" DEFENSE .IN INDI
DER TRIAL HAS A TURN.

———

8 or—'nuqmon Confident.

MBS. HOSSACK

OLA'S MUR.

Tries to ahoqr'“enl Enemy Doped
the Dog and Murdered the Farm.

DES MOINES. IOWA. TU

|12 [HOSSACK TRIAL
| - ON IN EADNEST

i une

LEGED MURDERESS BEGUN.

.;. ?:e Full Jury at Last Empancled—Both
e in-| Sides Profess Great Confidence—

L it Talk of lnﬁnly Plea,
s b ) . r——

TAKING TESTIMONY.AGAINST AL-|"

2 de abril de 1901

TWENTIETH YE)
WAS MURDERER

STARTLING POSITION OF ATTOR-
NEY IN HOSSACK CASE.

Senator Berry Says Insane Man s
Guilty—Hundreds in Tears—Con-
viction Predicted,.

6 de abril de 1901

g de abril de 1901

Des Moines Daily News,
23 de marzo-9 de abril de 1901

Glaspell informa del sorprendente hallazgo de nuevas pruebas que pueden

cambiar el rumbo del juicio. Haines, el vecino de los Hossack que iba a

testificar que Margaret le habia ofrecido dinero por matar a su marido, ha

enloquecido y ha sido internado en un sanatorio y parece ser que el perro de

la familia fue drogado la noche del crimen. Aunque en un principio la

defensa se planteaba recurrir a la enajenacion mental de Margaret, en el

alegato final se decanta por senalar a Haines como culpable.




Dormitorio de
lvan y James

Sala de estar

Dormitorio de John
Margaret
.. vMarg

-

la segunda
planta

Despensa

e innnnneNrInIenUERDIYeRYnEn

PLANO DE LA CASA DE LOS HOSSACK

--e-

LEYENDA

x Donde se encontro el hacha en el granero

swawsw Camino del asesino desde el dormitorio hasta el granero

# Manchas de sangre en el suelo
* Donde John Hossack fue asesinado

Reconstruccién del asesinato, adaptado de Patricia Bryan y
Thomas Wolf, Midnight Assassin (2005)
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MBS. HOSSACK
A MUDDERESS
< or win wanckit agnn,

Sentenced to Pentitentiary for Lifew—
Prisoner Receives the Sad News
in Half Fainting Copdition, '

INDIANOLA, April 11.—(Special)
—Mrs. Margaret Hossack must pay

| the penalty for the murder of her ,

husband. The jury has just now re-

.| turned a verdict of guilty as charged

in the indictment. Judge Gamble
has sentenced her to tho penitentiary
for life. The court ropom was packed
when it was reported the jury had

reached a conclusion and was reauy

to make known the faute of Mar-
garet Hossack. The
calmly in her seat, the rigid

expression which she had carried all -
through the trial, changing to that of '

ecarnest expectation of cither good or
evil news.,  Slowly tha twelve men
filed to thelr seats in the jury box.
The foreman delivered the verdict to
the bailiff, who handed it to the clerk.
The latter stood erect. A death-like
sllence pervaded the room.

“We, the jury, tind the defendant,
Mrs. Margaret Hossack, gullty
as charged in the indictment,’” he read.

The silence continued scveral seconds
giving way to a low murmur plainly ag-
dible around the court room,

Thae aged prisoner sat looking hetpless
artl in a sort of dazed condition at the
colerk. Then, suddenly sceming to realize
the meaning of the verdict, she sank back
in her chair and for the first time during
the long and trying ordeal, gave completely
uway to her fechngs.

She was surrounded by her friends whase
sobbing could be heard through the hall »sd
into the open court yard, continuing uniil
Sheriff Hodson led the prisoner hack to the
jail awaiting final judgmeni. Senator Berry
announced thut he would move for a new

latter sat

Des Moines Daily News,
11 de abril de 1901

El Juez Gamble declara a Margaret
Hossack culpable del asesinato de su

marido y la condena a cadena perpetua.

Debajo: la sefiora Hossack durante un

momento del juicio.
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MRS, HOABACK.







