
 

 

 

 

Título: "Network effects on coordination in asymmetric network games"  

 

Abstract: In many situations individuals prefer to coordinate with others but they differ 

on their preferred action. In this talk I will present both theoretical and experimental 

results on different aspects of such a problem of coordination in asymmetric games. One 

aspect that has often proven to be important in understanding the decision behavior of 

individuals or agents in these problem is network structure. I will introduce the first results 

on equilibria on random networks, and then I will discuss experiments in a setting in 

which interactions are exogenous and in one in which individuals choose links that 

determine the interactions, showing how the exogenously and the endogenously formed 

structures and different and that endogeneity leads to segregation, difficult to understand 

theoretically. In the second part of the talk I will review computational studies predicting 

that exogenous network structure has a crucial influence on behavior. I will discuss those 

behavioral predictions in the light of an experiment showing that the less ‘random’ the 

network structure, the better the experimental results are predictable by the computational 

models. In particular, there is an effect of network clustering on the heterogeneity of 

convergence behavior in the network. We also found that degree centrality and having an 

even degree are important predictors of the decision behavior of the subjects in the 

experiment. We thus find empirical validation of predictions made by computational 

models in a computerized experiment with human subjects. 
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